[High technology in a family perspective].
High technology medicine poses high demands for knowledge and technical competence. In addition, the hospital is expected to represent a model for total care where the "customers" also include family members, eg. parents and children. Both economic and human resources are needed in order to avoid negative after-effects and complications for both patient and family. High technology medicine also raises difficult ethical questions: How much decision-making should be left to parents? These problems are illustrated by clinical examples, and hospital-based ethical committees are suggested as a structure for the further efforts to improve ethical competency at the hospital and to find appropriate solutions for patients and their families in both the long and the short term.